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Water Conservation
Did You Know?

On November 10, 2009 then California Gover-
nor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed Senate Bill
No. 7 (SB-7), which requires “the State to
achieve a 20% reduction in urban per capita wa-
ter use in California by December 31, 2020.”
This bill requires water suppliers to report water
usage on an annual basis, and those that do not
meet the 20% reduction requirement in the al-
lotted time frame will not be eligible for state
water loans or grants. A good mnemonic to re-
member this important date is: 20 by 20.

Did you also know?

A typical shower head uses about 4 gallons of
water per minute. So a nice hot 30 minute
shower (a typical time frame for many teens)
uses 120 gallons of water! If your teen takes
only one shower per day, over a year’s time he
or she will have used 43,800 gallons of water.
Multiply that by the number of persons in your
household. But, if you spent about $20 dollars
for a nice low flow showerhead at the local
hardware store you could reduce your water
usage by 50%. That could amount to some
great water savings, especially if you have a
large family. Your teen’s water usage could be
cut in half, or to about 21,900 gallons per year
instead of 43,800 gallons.
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Here are a few more water conservation tips:

Check your toilets for leaks by putting a few
drops of food coloring in the tank. Watch for a
few minutes to see if the color shows up in the
bowl. It is not uncommon to lose up to 100
gallons a day from an invisible toilet leak. Fix
it and you could save more than 30,000 gallons
a year.

Check every faucet in your home for leaks.
Just a slow drip can waste 15 to 20 gallons a
day. Fix it and you can save almost 6,000 gal-
lons per year.

Sampling Results

The District routinely monitors for contami-
nants in your drinking water in accordance
with federal and state laws. The results con-
tained in this report are for the monitoring peri-
od of January 1, 2012, through December 31,
2012.

This report contains results from laboratory
testing, excluding contaminants that were not
detected, or that were detected at a level below
the state’s detection level for the purposes of
reporting (DLR). This information has been
compiled in the tables on the back of this pam-
phlet to show the level of these contaminants.
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The state requires us to monitor for certain sub-
stances less than once per year because the con-
centrations of these substances do not change
frequently. In these cases, the most recent sam-
ple data are included in this report.

Definitions

Action Level (Regulatory Action Level): The concentration of a
contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
requirements that a water system must follow.

MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level): The highest level of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. Primary MCLs
are set as close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is economically and
technologically feasible. Secondary MCLs (SMCLs) are set to
protect the odor, taste and appearance of drinking water.

MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal): The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known
or expected risk to health. MCLGs are set by the U.S. EPA.

MRDL (Maximimum Residual Disinfectant Level): The level of
a disinfectant added for water treatment that may not be exceed-
ed at the consumer’s tap.

MRDLG (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal): The
level of a disinfectant added for water treatment below which
there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs are set
by the U.S. EPA.

ND (Not Detected): Indicates that the substance was not found
by laboratory analysis.

NS: No standard

NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Units): Measurement of the
clarity, or turbidity, of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is
just noticeable to the average person.

PDWS (Primary Drinking Water Standard): MCLs and MRDLs
for contaminants that affect health along with their monitoring
and reporting requirements, and water treatment requirements.

PHG (Public Health Goal): The level of a contaminant in drink-
ing water below which there is no known or expected risk to
health. PHGs are set by the California EPA.

ppb (parts per billion) One part of substance per billion parts
water (or micrograms per liter).

ppm (parts per million): One part of substance per million parts
water (or milligrams per liter).
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